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Randall hardly expressed an opinion, but in one or two
casual remarks was inclined to favor Seward, and Brown-
ing, on hearing the dispatch read a second time, said that
by striking out "nation's guest" he was perfectly satisfied
with it.

McCulloch said the discussion had strengthened his
opposition. If the vessel received the Pope for protection,
he would not object, but hoped the vessel would take him
anywhere else than to our country.

Stanton remained quiet until near the close, when he ex-
pressed himself emphatically against the invitation. Said
if the Pope came here, the intrigues of every court in
Europe would follow him.

Seward asked postponement until Friday.

December 12, Wednesday. Negro suffrage in the District
is the Radical hobby of the moment and is the great object
of some of the leaders throughout the Union. At the last
session the Senate did not act upon the bill for fear of the
popular verdict at the fall elections. Having dodged the
issue then, they now come here under Summer's lead and
say that the people have declared for it.

There is not a Senator who votes for this bill who does
not know that it is an abuse and wrong. Most of the ne-
groes of this District are wholly unfit to be electors. With
some exceptions they are ignorant, vicious, and degraded,
without patriotic or intelligent ideas or moral instincts.
There are among them worthy, intelligent, industrious
men, capable of voting understandingly and who would
not discredit the trust, but they are exceptional cases. As
a community they are too debased and ignorant. Yet fan-
atics and demagogues will crowd a bill through Congress
to give them suffrage, and probably by a vote which the
veto could not overcome. Nevertheless, I am confident the
President will do his duty in that regard. It is pitiable to
see how little sense of right, real independence, and what
limited comprehension are possessed by our legislators.